
If the creature can be exterminated, will arts be the same? Declining
Intangible Cultural Heritage meets contemporary artists

The Chinese shadow play, an exquisite Chinese folk art, which has evolved over
the past 2000 years and has been the peak of traditional arts, is nearly extinct.
Despite the fact that shadow play has been added to a list of Chinese intangible
cultural heritage, there is little possibility to pass it on. With consideration of such
an art in need of protection, some have been trying to preserve  the traditional
ways of hundreds years ago. Although this received attention and sympathy at
the very beginning, it seemed that sympathy was left with the applause of the
audience.

Protecting this declining intangible cultural heritage has been an issue of world
concern, and Treasure Trove of Shadows is no exception. The ancient
Chinese shadow play will be revived by bold deconstruction and re-imagining
made by the chief director, Feng Jiangzhou, a pioneering modern artist whose
works involve  sounds, videos, installations, and innovative staging. A master of
multimedia vision, Jiangzhou is collaborating with director Zhang Yimou, an
international household name.

Co-produced by Shaanxi Performing Arts Centre, Ibsen International and
Sifenlv New Media Studio, the show fuses experimental music, vocals,
movement, multimedia and segments of traditional shadow puppet
performance.

P
R

E
S

S 
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

C venues
vibrant vivacious variety

general manager
Shannon Steele
artistic director

Hartley T A Kemp

year round administration
C venues London

5 Alexandra Mansions
Chichele Road

London NW2 3AS

during the Fringe in August
C venues Edinburgh
Press office at C royale

22 George Street
Ticket collection at any C venue

press office tel 0845 260 1060
fax 0845 260 1061

box office tel 0845 260 1234

email press@Cvenues.com
www.Cvenues.com

Shaanxi Performing Arts Centre
(China)

Treasure Trove of Shadows
by Jiangzhou Feng
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ten word blurb

twenty word blurb

Fusing music and shadow puppets, follow the story of a puppet
master in WWII, as he discovers his shadow puppet box’s destiny.

fringe programme 40-word blurb

Shadow puppet play from China, depicting the decline of traditional folk art
in the collision of agricultural civilization and industrial civilization. Fusing
music, singing, physical theatre, shadow puppets, and multimedia.

fringe web blurb

As the industrial world collides with agricultural life, China’s traditional folk
arts are in decline. Fusing music, singing, physical theatre, shadow puppets,
and multimedia, Treasure Trove of Shadows follows the story of a puppet
master in WWII, as he discovers his shadow puppet box’s destiny. A
Pandora’s box, buried and found three times, before a rusted key unlocks it
to reveal three generations of puppeteers, and all their bitterness, love,
hatred and delight. Featuring puppets in the style of the Ming and Qing
dynasties (1368-1912): an unmissable chance to glimpse the oldest shadow
puppets in the world.
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Listings Information
Venue               C, Adam House, Chambers Street, EH1 1HR, venue 34
Dates               20-28 Aug
Time 13:50 (1h20)
Ticket prices £10.50-£12.50 / concessions £8.50-£10.50 / under 18s £6.50-£8.50
C venues box office 0845 260 1234 /

www.CtheFestival.com/2017/treasure-trove-of-shadows
Fringe box office 0131 226 0000 / www.edfringe.com

For further information, images and interview availability please contact Wayne Yan at Xi’an
Qujiang Philharmonic Artistic Creation Co on +86 1868 185 3993 /
yankuangda@xianch.com


